


About the Pangea String Quartet

The Pangea Quartet has served as the resident string quartet for the Stony Brook 
University Contemporary Chamber Players since September 2005. Known for 
their versatility, the Quartet performs works from both the classical and new 

music repertoires at the University and throughout the 
New York area at venues like Carnegie Hall, Baruch 
College and the Tenri Cultural Institute. They have been 
chosen to premiere new works and they actively seek 
commissions. Pangea coaches include the Emerson 
String Quartet, the Kronos Quartet, Gil Kalish, Daniel 
Gilbert, and Eduardo Leandro.

The four members of the Pangea Quartet are well  
versed in a wide spectrum of musical styles. Award-
winning classical players, two of the members hold state 
fiddle championships as well. They have performed with 
musicians as diverse as Kanye West, John Zorn, Edgar 
Meyer, and Mark O’Connor. On tour, the quartet offers 

master classes and performances. They are committed to education: two of the 
members hold university teaching positions and they teach at festivals through-
out North and South America.

   Esther Noh 
   Violin

Violinist Esther Noh has garnered acclaim for 
her achievements as a classical and alterna-
tive music performer. She won the Audience 
Prize at the Carl Nielsen International Violin 
Competition in Denmark, and in New York 
City, has performed at Zankel Hall, Alice Tully 
Hall, Merkin Hall, and the Miller Theater. 
She received her doctorate with honors from 
SUNY Stony Brook in May 2007, and is a 
member of the Brooklyn Philharmonic. She is 
featured on numerous film and commercial 
sound tracks. She was the visiting professor of 
violin at Wichita State University in Wichita, 
Kansas from January 2004-May 2005.

   Elizabeth Kuefler 
   Viola

Violist Elizabeth Kuefler has performed in 
venues across the North America and Europe, 
including the Bang on A Can Marathon, the 
Tanglewood Music Center, Taos School of 
Music and the Schleswig-Holstein Music 
Festival in Germany. Elizabeth is completing 
her doctorate at Stony Brook University where 
she teaches the undergraduate viola studio. 
Elizabeth formerly served as principal viola 
with the Topeka Symphony, the Allentown 
Symphony, and has toured with the Moscow 
Ballet Orchestra. She was also the Kansas 
State Fiddle Champion and performed with 
the Chieftains.

   EmmaLee Holmes-Hicks 
   Violin

Violinist EmmaLee Holmes-Hicks is a gradu-
ate of the Cleveland Institute of Music and 
a doctoral candidate at SUNY Stony Brook, 
where she studies primarily with Philip Setzer, 
Soovin Kim and Pamela Frank. As a concerto 
winner and soloist, she has been invited to 
perform with symphonies and in festivals, 
most recently the renowned Peoria Bach 
Festival. In NYC she has premiered works with 
the Contemporary Chamber Players and has 
performed with the Baroque Ensemble. Em-
maLee also is an award winning fiddler and 
string band leader and a member of Kanye 
West’s backup band.

   Minna Rose Chung 
   Cello

Minna Rose Chung performs internationally 
as a recitalist and chamber musician. At age 
12, Minna Rose debuted with Maestro Isaiah 
Jackson of the London Royal Ballet and the 
Dayton Philharmonic Orchestra. She holds 
degrees from Oberlin Conservatory, North-
western University, and a doctorate from 
Stony Brook, NY, studying with renowned 
cellist Colin Carr. Minna is a guest artist with 
the Fairbanks Summer Arts Festival, Santo Do-
mingo Music Festival, and the Rio de Janeiro 
International Cello Encounter. Dr. Chung 
joined the University of Manitoba Faculty of 
Music as Professor of Cello in 2008.
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Available For
Worldwide concerts  • 
and tours

Commissions and  • 
performances of  
world premieres

Master classes for high • 
school and college 
string players

School programs for  • 
all ages

Residencies at summer • 
music festivals


